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A Welcome From The Director of Learning and Standards for Key Stage 5 

The Sixth Form is the most exciting stage of your education and here at Millom School we believe that we 

provide you with a stimulating environment in which you can excel. For us, the Sixth Form is about looking 

ahead and we are here to help guide you as you make some very important decisions about your future. 

We have a very strong Sixth Form and our supportive community, in which everybody is valued as an 

individual, means that you can expect the highest level of care in every aspect of school life.  

 

The Sixth Form experience has changed a little this year as a result of local and national restrictions. This 

has led to teaching and learning resources being provided on line and the introduction of our first virtual 

open evenings. Learning in the Sixth Form should be stimulating and fun as we aim to foster your 

intellectual curiosity and creativity. Smaller class sizes mean that you will have the opportunity to explore 

in real depth your chosen subjects, far beyond the confines of the syllabus, and you will engage in exciting 

academic debate as you develop a higher level of thinking and increased independence of thought. You 

should expect to be challenged to take intellectual risks within a supportive environment and you should 

not be afraid of failing. The development of the qualities outlined above will allow you to apply confidently 

for your chosen courses at leading universities or access apprenticeship schemes with national and 

international companies. You will be supported in your applications by an experienced team of dedicated 

teachers and Tutors every step of the way.  

 

Beyond the classroom there are a number of extra-curricular opportunities on offer to you and you should 

ensure that you take full advantage of the programme available here at Millom School. Hopefully we will 

be in a position to resume all activities by September. A few highlights include the extended project 

qualification,  foreign trips, the Dream Placement Scheme, STEM activities, careers fairs and visiting 

speakers. As would also be expected, there are a range of musical and sporting opportunities for you to 

explore. In addition, we encourage you to take the initiative and set up clubs and societies which suit your 

own particular interests.  

 

The Sixth Form at Millom School is also a time for you to develop a broader awareness and understanding 

of the world around you and how you play a part in shaping it. We hold the concept of service in high 

regard and are deeply committed to helping you become compassionate and resilient leaders; we believe 

that you have the potential to bring about positive change both within the local and global community. 

Being a Sixth Former means that you are a role model for the rest of the school and a particularly 

rewarding aspect of your new role will be interacting with the younger students, further developing 

Millomôs strong sense of community.  

 

The Sixth Form experience at Millom School is transformative and 

should be enjoyed. Our students are happy, motivated and caring 

and are empowered to be the very best they can be. Upon leaving, 

Millomôs students know that they are capable of succeeding in 

whatever they choose and are ready to embrace the challenges that 

lie ahead.  
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Student Destinations 2021 

Millom School is proud of the achievement of its students and its track record of supporting 
students to secure employment with training, apprenticeships and places at sixth forms and 
colleges, allowing students to continue their education and develop their skills. The table below 
shows the destinations of last yearôs (2020-2021)  Year 11 cohort of  83 students. The ñOtherò 
category includes school sixth forms other than Millom School and Barrow Sixth Form College and 
Colleges of Further Education, including Lancaster and Morecambe College, Kendal College and 
the Lakes College: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year, 10 students successfully secured an apprenticeship including engineering, construction, 
farming and design. 

 

The table below shows the destinations of last yearôs (2020-2021) Year 13 cohort of 14 students: 

 

 

 

 

 

Successful first choice university places included:    

Environmental Land Management:  Harper Adams University 

History:       Aberdeen University 

Computer Science:     Bristol University 

Medicine and Surgery:     Lancaster University 

Physics:       Durham University 
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Qualifications Explained 

Schools have recently gone through significant changes in terms of the qualifications that they 
teach. From September 2020 Millom School offers reformed academic qualifications (A Levels), 
which are 2-year courses and vocational qualifications, which may be either óTechnicalô 
qualifications or óApplied Generalô qualifications. We are also offering students the opportunity to 
take the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). 

 

At Millom School, you are expected to choose 3-4 qualifications, depending on whether you 
are choosing solely academic qualifications, solely vocational qualifications or a mixture of the 
two. This is to allow you to open doors to a wider range of career and HE choices post-16 and to 
learn within your chosen subjects with increased depth and breadth. 
 

Academic Qualifications 

 
Reformed A Levels 

From September 2015 new A Level qualifications were introduced in some subjects. From 
September 2016 further new qualifications were introduced with other subjects finally being 
updated and introduced for first teaching in September 2017. Nationally, the bulk of subjects 
have now been reformed by the DfE and Ofqual and some subjects were withdrawn. Students 
will now study A Level programmes over two years so at the end of Year 13 they will be 
examined on all content and skills learnt over the two years. Unlike the older-style AS Levels, 
students will not be formally examined at the end of Year 12, although they should expect to sit 
mock examinations, marked internally. Reformed qualifications include all of the A Levels we 
currently offer: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, English, History, Geography, Fine Art, 
Art Photography, Design and Technology: Product Design and Media Studies. 

 
Where they can lead 
A Levels are one of the main routes into higher education, but they are also useful if you want to 
go straight into a job, such as office administration or trainee accountancy, or an apprenticeship. 
Please be aware that some apprenticeships at BAE, GEN2 and Glaxo for students age 18 do 
require certain A Level subjects and often specific grades.  

 

How you are assessed 

A Level qualifications are made up of a number of units. The majority of assessment is by written 
exams, although in some subjects there is a small amount of coursework or non-examination 
assessment. There is also assessment of practical skills in subjects like science and art and 
sometimes these practical skills can also be assessed within the written examinations. 

Grades 

A Levels are graded A*- E 
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Vocational Qualifications 

 

As well as A Level qualifications Millom Sixth Form also offers vocational courses where up to 

75% of the course is assessed internally by the completion of portfolio work or the submission of 

assignments. 

 

Applied General and technical qualifications  

At Millom school we offer a small number of óApplied Generalô and ôtechnicalô qualifications. 

These provide a broad study of a vocational area and are recognised by Higher Education 

Institutions. Applied General and technical qualifications will contain a more practical elements 

within the course and are assessed both externally by written examinations and internally by the 

teacher. These qualifications include Applied Science, Business, ICT, Health and Social Care, 

Performing Arts and Sport and can be taken alongside other Level 3 qualifications.. 

 

How you are assessed 

You will be assessed by your teacher or trainer in your place 

of study. Depending on the qualification you choose, some 

assessment may also be done by external examiners. You 

will complete a range of assignments, case studies and 

practical activities, as well as a portfolio of evidence that 

shows the work you have completed. 

 

Grades 

Vocational qualifications are graded: 

Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction* 

 

UCAS points 

If you take a qualification at Level 3, you can earn points on 

the óUCAS Tariffô for entry into higher education. Vocational 

qualifications can earn you equivalent points to A Levels. 

You should check the new tariff system on the UCAS 

website. 

 

Where they can lead 

Vocational qualifications can lead to a job or further study. For example, you could progress from 

a qualification at one level on a BTEC qualification, to higher levels in the same or a related area 

of study. This could eventually lead to professional qualifications. You could also use a Level 3 

qualification as a route into higher education. 

 

Most of our vocational courses allow students to enrol onto a course worth half an A Level in 

Year 12 and upon successful completion of the ócertificateô, students can óôtop upô in Year 13 and 

enrol onto the higher level qualification, which is worth the same as a full A Level. 

 

 


